Genetic screening for progressive retinal atrophy in the Australian population of Irish Setters.
To determine whether the rcd-1 mutation causing progressive retinal atrophy (PRA) in Irish Setters is in the Australian breeding population. DNA samples were tested for the mutation using the Polymerase Chain Reaction and specific primer nucleotides to amplify the phosphodiesterase gene followed by restriction enzyme cleavage and fragment size determination. No mutant alleles were found in 38 Irish Setters, representing over 80% of all major breeding stock in five Australian states. It is likely that the Australian population of Irish Setters is free of the rcd-1 form of PRA.